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MEMBERSHIP TRIVIA 

Who is the longest continuously serving member of the fellowship who is 
still an active member? 

Answer on page 3.  (These may get harder as we move through the year!) 

Frank Rodgers  

Upcoming Services in October (at 10 am) 

Oct.	  6th	  "Fear	  of	  Living,	  Fear	  of	  Dying,"	  Carol	  Glover	  (UNH	  Dept.	  of	  Nursing)	  
	  
Oct.	  13th	  	  "Repudiating	  the	  Doctrine	  of	  Discovery,"	  Carmen	  Buford-‐Paige	  
	  
Oct.	  20th	  "The	  Standard	  Questions,"	  Gary	  Hochgraf	  (DUUF	  member,	  talking	  about	  
his	  recent	  bicycle	  trip	  from	  California	  to	  Peru)	  
	  
Oct.	  27th	  "Faith	  in	  Change:	  The	  Arab	  Uprisings,"	  Jeannie	  Sowers	  (UNH	  Dept.	  of	  
Political	  Science,	  author	  of	  Environmental	  Politics	  in	  Egypt:	  Activists,	  Experts,	  
and	  the	  State)	  
	  
An	  added	  note:	  There	  are	  no	  potlucks	  scheduled	  in	  October.	  Our	  next	  Sunday	  
potluck	  will	  be	  on	  November	  10th,	  when	  UU	  minister	  Ed	  Lynn	  will	  be	  speaking	  
and	  on	  December	  2nd. 
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Oyster River Folk: Upcoming Concerts 
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Dr. Malcolm Smith, (603) 397-5781; 
or Malcolmsmith@comcast.net 

All shows start at 7pm and end at 9pm.   

Location:  Durham Unitarian Universalist Fellowship,  at the 
corner of Madbury and Woodman Roads (20 Madbury Road)  
Durham NH 

 

5TH  Deb Holland and Cidny Bullens: Deborah Holland took that old 
advice about lemons and lemonade seriously. In 2010, the singer-
songwriter, who’d enjoyed considerable success as a performer and 
had later become a professor of music at Cal State Los Angeles, pulled 
up roots and moved to Canada (apparently one of her sons needed 
schooling that, for reasons not explained, he couldn’t get in the United 
States). Relocated in a cold and rainy place, financial stress, romantic 
difficulties – for a lot of us, that’s a recipe for deep depression, but for 
Holland it was inspiration for the excellent songs that make up her 
latest CD, Vancouver. - See more at: http://www.deborahholland.net/ 

19th  Jeff Warner and Friends; Jeff grew up listening to the songs and 
stories of his father Frank Warner and the traditional singers his 
parents met during their folksong collecting trips through rural 
America. He accompanied his parents on their later field trips and is 
the editor of his mother’s book, Traditional American Folk Songs: 
From the Anne and Frank Warner Collection. Jeff has performed 
widely, from large festivals in the UK, to clubs, festivals and schools 
across America. He plays concertina, banjo, guitar and several 
“pocket” instruments, including bones and spoons. And “he inhabits a 
song in a way which few singers can do” (Royal Oak Folk Club, Lewes, 
UK). He has toured nationally for the Smithsonian Institution, taught at 
Pinewoods, Ashokan, Augusta and Swannanoa summer music 
programs and recorded for Flying Fish/Rounder, WildGoose (UK) and 
other labels. His 1995 recording Two Little Boys received a Parents’ 
Choice Award.  Jeff is a favorite for all ages at Oyster River Folk.  See 
more at: www.jeffwarner.com 

26th  Pretty Girls Sing Soprano:  Since their inception Pretty Girls Sing 
Soprano have quickly turned heads and gained a loyal following with 
their tight, clever and original harmonies. Ingrid Ayer-Richardson, 
Susan Mathews and Shelly Kirkpatrick have combined voices to share 
their love of acoustic and a cappella music. Our latest additions, Dan 
Beller Mckenna on the pedal steel and Julie Rothrock on percussion 
are a great addition The Pretty Girls sing to your soul and leave you 
with a smile as they perform a variety of songs from bluegrass, folk, 
traditional to country and rock-n-roll.  Pretty Girls Sing Soprano.  
www.facebook.com/PrettyGirlsSingSoprano 

October	  2013	  
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From the Membership Chair 

Setting a very proactive program for membership was 
relatively easy; taking it all through to completion will be the 
tricky part.  Listed below are the activities I feel we should 
concentrate on for this year.  Anything that does not get 
completed this Fellowship year will hopefully make it next.   

MEMBERSHIP TASKS: 

1. Update membership list and member details to reflect 
actual membership 

2. Re-establish contact with delinquent members and 
friends 

3. Update name badges and name badge storage holder 
in lobby 

4. Revamp Fellowship literature to hand out to visitors 
5. Continue with pastoral care activities (this is Chris’ 

bailiwick and she will continue in this role and will, I’m 
sure,  have more to add on that in a future Heed) 

6. Establish a Rainbow Flag outside the Fellowship (with 
authorization from Board as to nature and location) to 
make our Welcoming Congregation clear to the wider 
community – this may impact membership favorably 

7. Develop criteria and support for an active membership 
drive (we HAVE built it, now we need them to come) 

8. Strengthen the Sunday greeters program (this is now 
in full swing) 

9. Continue the new members ceremony towards the 
close of the Fellowship year 

10.  Prepare a new version of the excellent 1995/6 Who 
We Are book for 2013/14 as a long term catalog of the 
Fellowship members 

To attempt this ambitious process, I have asked the help of 
Mike Fleming and John Macri who will join Chris and me in a 
small informal Membership Committee.  Although we have 
not had a chance to meet as a group (when even more items 
may well be added to the list above), this is planned for the 
near future. 

Greeters serve as an important component of our Sunday 
program by welcoming everyone to the Fellowship.  
Therefore, I want to offer very many thanks  to our greeters 
for September:  Chris Rodgers, Frank Rodgers, Cindy 
Schram, John Macri, Jen Roberts, Steve Roberts, Joyce 
Sheffield and Joanie DeVries. 

       Frank 
Rodgers  

ANSWER TO MEMBERSHP 
TRIVIA QUESTION ON 
PAGE1:  (according to the 
membership book):  Betty 
Norgren.   

Betty and Eric signed the 
book on the same day 
(March 24, 1968) but Betty’s 
signature comes ahead of 
Eric’s.  Both are embarking 
on their 46th year as 
members of the Fellowship.  
Congratulations. 
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Post-DRE 

The educational field makes good use of the prefix “post.” We talk about post-secondary 
education, post-graduate studies, post-doctoral appointments, even post-tenure reviews. 
Although I am no longer involved in our religious exploration program here, I remain engaged in 
RE activities in general. 

For example, I am currently participating in an online Renaissance module on Unitarian 
Universalist history. For around 30 years Ren modules have been the cornerstone of training for 
religious educators in our faith community. They are 15-hour programs on basic areas within 
religious education (e.g., UU Identity, Worship, Ministry with Youth) and typically offered on a 
weekend or during weeklong conferences such as RE Week at Star Island or Ferry Beach. In 
response to concerns about the costs involved in attending these modules, the UUA’s office of 
Ministries and Faith Development is piloting this newly revised, online program. Those of us 
who complete the program will be eligible to serve as leaders for future programs. I have co-led 
at least 15 Ren modules in face-to-face settings and look forward (with some trepidation 
regarding the physical parameters of the online venue!) to expanding into this format. 

For the past three years I have served on the Liberal Religious Educators Association 
Committee on Mentoring and this year I chair the committee. This group is responsible for 
providing training for individuals who would like to serve as mentors for candidates in the RE 
Credentialing Program as well as matching credentialing candidates with an appropriate 
mentor. This year we, too, have developed an online version of this training, which is now about 
to begin. We also facilitate refresher sessions at the LREDA Fall Conference for experienced 
mentors and provide support for these mentors throughout the year. 

For a number of years I have considered returning to the credentialing program to get the 
Master level credential. I completed the regular credentialing program in 2005. The time 
demands are significant and I refrained from taking on another major commitment. Although I 
can’t say I have any more free time now that I no longer direct the Fellowship’s RE program, I 
made the decision to go forward with this plan. It includes lots of reading, a major paper, and 
several graduate-level courses. Fortunately there is no fixed time limit for completion, although I 
did provisionally say two years. 

Where these things will take me is unknown. One thing I do know is that I hope to find 
opportunities to help other religious educators in the work that they do. I was recently contacted 
by our District Office to do a bit of consulting so perhaps the doorway is opening just a bit. Even 
if it only opens a crack, it’s worth the commitment. 

In faith, 

Thomas Pistole 
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Success 

Seduced by the allure of regal red blossoms rising from the green lushness in an ebony 
planter, she intently placed every twig precisely to form the foundation of the nest into which 
she would lay the sky-blue encasements of her future family. 

The dangers of the larger context escaped notice as she created and molded the mud 
matrix to stabilize her circle creation.  Then the fine silken strands from nature’s invisible 
bounty appeared piece-by-piece for the feather soft cradle lining. 

Her nursery was in a potted geranium on the banister of my front porch, at eye level – just 
twelve feet from the entry door.  In her periodic absences, I could briefly inspect and record 
this work-in-progress. 

Then perfectly formed blue eggs appeared – one each day for three consecutive days. 

Mother robin took up residence.  I curtailed my comings-and-goings, deferring to her 
squatting rights by using my back door and by relinquishing the afternoon pleasure of a 
shaded porch rocker. 

She was lucky indeed that her faulty judgment would not endanger her life, her labors and 
her offspring.  There was no resident cat to fuel anxiety, no rambunctious dog to disturb the 
peace, no climbing children to invade her privacy. 

However, there was a gray catbird in the nearby rhododendron, but father robin appeared, 
as by magic, and did battle with the marauder.  He stayed alert nearby when his mate flew 
away for short minutes, and he occasionally brought her take-out for dinner. 

The babies hatched in the order in which they were deposited, and the pair worked 
tirelessly to protect, feed and defend the ever demanding open mouths, the steady growth 
of feathers and the tentative spreading of eager wings. 

The overt black-cloaked evil lurking in the deceptively 
beautiful rhododendron was deftly kept at bay as the 
chicks matured into the striking image of their 
parents.  The first born stood on planter’s edge in 
record time, posing for my zoom lens just hours 
before her fledge. 

I felt ecstatic!   

Mother Nature and human nature had collaboratively 
nurtured an unlikely, yet breathtaking, success of 
creation. 

Edna O'Sullivan 
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Durham	  Unitarian	  Universalist	  Fellowship	  
HEED is published by the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Durham, New Hampshire 

20 Madbury Road Road ● Durham, New Hampshire 03824 ● www.uudurham.com 

Our	  Mission	  Statement	  
	  

The	  real	  test	  of	  our	  religion	  is	  the	  way	  we	  live	  our	  lives.	  The	  Durham	  Unitarian	  Universalist	  Fellowship	  affirms	  
the	  seven	  principles	  of	  Unitarian	  Universalism:	  
	  	  	  	  	  We	  seek	  to	  be	  a	  place	  in	  which	  each	  person's	  unique	  worth	  and	  beliefs	  are	  acknowledged	  and	  respected	  
and	  where	   each	   person's	   voice	  may	   be	   heard	   –	   a	   place	   in	  which	   each	  may	   freely	   explore	   his	   or	   her	   own	  
spiritual	  path.	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  We	  join	  with	  others	  in	  reaching	  out	  to	  make	  the	  world	  more	  just,	  and	  commit	  ourselves	  to	  caring	  for	  the	  
earth	  and	  all	  that	  makes	  up	  the	  web	  of	  life.	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  We	  strive	  to	  be	  a	  source	  of	  inspiration,	  a	  forum	  for	  intellectual	  exchange,	  a	  wellspring	  of	  comfort	  to	  those	  
in	  need	  and	  a	  nurturing,	  supportive	  community	  for	  each	  other	  and	  our	  children.	  
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