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11/4/12 Ms. Nur Shoop, Social Justice in the 21st Century 

11/11 /12 Dr. Sandra Yarne, Psychology and the UUA Principles 

11/18/12 Dr. Thomas Pistole, Thanksgiving Service 

11/25/12 Dr. Carmen Buford-Paige, Hinduism  

Upcoming Services in November (at 10 am) 

To sell or not to sell? 
    Opportunity is knocking at the 
Fellowship; but, as often is the case, it’s 
not clear how we should answer the door.  
The DUUF owns a piece of land that juts 
out from our parking lot and continues 
behind the parking lot of our neighboring 
fraternity house.  This summer we were 
approached by the owner of the fraternity 
house asking if we would sell him this 
piece of land.  In the graphic, the land in 
question is RED.  (see graphic on page 2 . 
. . is not drawn to exact scale; it’s just to 
give a general idea of what’s involved.) 
The board researched downtown property 
values to see what a fair value for the land 
might be for 1/8th of an acre in the area.  
Nick Isaak helped by providing some 
numbers from nearby properties.  Based 
on his analysis (among his many talents, 
Nick is a real estate agent) the property 
would be worth “$130,000 to $250,000 if it 
contributed to a fully developed lot.”  We 
considered a formal assessment of 
property’s value, but decided against it 
when we learned of the $2,500 price tag of 
such a procedure. (cont. next page) 

Rev. Dick Dutton speaking at the DUUF in October 
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The numbers for Nick are tempting, though it is doubtful that our neighbor would be willing to 
pay in that range for land he said he planned to use for extra parking spaces and snow removal.   
We debated issues all around the proposal including: 

Q: There may be wetlands as part of the property  –  how would the sale affect the environment? 

A: We’re not sure that there are wetlands on the property and if the land is protected, the 
neighbor said his plans were to alter the site minimally – to add some rock dust in order to 
create parking spaces.  He said his proposal to purchase the property was contingent on the 
town giving him the ok to create those spaces.  If the town denied his plans for ecological 
reasons, his offer to buy the property would be off.  None of us has any idea what ruling the 
town would make. 

Q: How would the loss of land affect the DUUF? 

A:  We don’t currently do anything with the land.  Limiting the amount of land we own could limit 
our ability to add onto our buildings.  The space allowed for our building footprint is tied to the 
total acreage we own.  cont. next page 

 

%&&'$ 345#67#8$0120$



!!!"

"

%"

3 

Q: How would the acquisition affect our neighbor? 

A: It would very likely increase his property value significantly.  It may allow for him (or any 
subsequent owner) to expand the current building or replace it with a larger building.  In the 
short term, it would grant him increased income in the form or more parking spaces to rent 
to tenants.  It may help to clean up the area  --  he says it would give him more space for 
dumpsters (which may increasing the chance that his tenants will get their trash inside 
one). 

 

Q:  By selling the property now, would we be using short-term thinking (perhaps spurred by 
a deficit in rental income) and sacrificing the Fellowship’s long-term well-being? 

A:  It’s impossible to know at this point.  We may deeply regret the sale if property values 
increase in the future or if our neighboring building is suddenly altered or replaced by 
something objectionable.  We may also lament contributing to the loss of local wetlands.   
However, it’s also true that we may never get money for the land if we wait or if the price 
rises too high.  And, really, the house as it stands is already pretty objectionable.  Any 
change could just as easily be an improvement. 

 

We solicited an offer from the neighbor in hopes that his numbers would be so low that we 
could reject them out of hand.  His reply surprised us.  He offered $25,000, which we felt 
was lower than what we thought  the property was worth, but high enough that we could 
reply with a counter offer.  Nevertheless, there remained some division among board 
members as to whether we should sell the property at all. 

It’s a tricky decision that would only be made murkier by lots of lively discussion by 
Fellowship members.  Luckily for us, our bylaws state that the whole membership must be 
offered a chance to vote on any property sale we make.   

So, discuss it we will. This promises to be an interesting chat.   All members are invited to 
attend a special meeting following our Sunday service on Nov. 18.  Up for a vote will be the 
following questions: 

1.  Are we interested in selling the property? 
2. What price would we be willing to accept for it? 

 Anyone who is unable to attend the meeting is welcome to send in their opinions and 
suggestions.  Because the discussion is likely to inform people’s decision on this matter, 
only those present will be able to vote. 

 

 Bob Pavlik - President 
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Does Unitarian Universalist History Matter? 

    In mid-October approximately 175 individuals, most of them religious educators, gathered 
in historic Williamsburg, VA, at the annual Fall Conference of the Liberal Religious Educators 
Association (LREDA). These are always hectic but enlightening events. As a member of the 
LREDA Committee on Mentoring, I facilitated the training program for new mentors in the 
UUA’s credentialing program for religious educators as well as the refresher session for 
experienced mentors. This is the one time this year that our committee was able to meet face-
to-face so we held a marathon meeting with several other key folks as well. I found time (but 
not nearly enough!) to walk through the colonial village, tour several of the buildings, and 
enjoy a couple of meals in a wonderful old coffee house. I find these gatherings uplifting and 
renewing. It is good to see old friends and meet new ones; it is also good to be engaged in 
topics that are meaningful to me. I would like to share some thoughts on the theme of this 
year’s conference. 

    Paul Rasor received his doctorate 
in theology from Harvard Divinity 
School. He also holds degrees in law 
and music from the University of 
Michigan.  He is an author, an 
ordained UU minister, and currently 
serves as director of the Center for 
the Study of Religious Freedom at 
Virginia Wesleyan College. He began 
by noting that “there is a strong belief 
that UUism is a religion of the present 
- that what happened before doesn’t 
really matter.” After all, shouldn’t it be 
enough that we do good things, that 
we advocate for social justice? Does 
the history of our faith really matter? 
    Rasor argued that there is an 
important tie between history and 
identity.  History, he noted, has partly 
to do with the stories we tell about 
ourselves.  It gives us a framework 
for our lives.  Finding meaning and 
purpose in life is a basic human 
need.  In Unitarian Universalism we 
honor the story that each of us brings 
but we want to ensure that we have a 
common understanding of the 
foundations of our faith. Sometimes, 
he continued, we shy away from 
history. But can we make a strong 
public voice if we don’t know who we 
are? What is the common thread 
cont. p. 4 
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MUSIC AT DUUF 

If any of you, members or friends, have not turned in your music survey, please do so as soon as 
possible, as we hope to publish the results in December’s HEED.  If you did not receive a survey, 
you may get one after the service. 

CHOIR MEMBERS   

Rehearsals will be November 4 and November 11 right after service, in the sanctuary.  We will be 
singing one anthem for the Thanksgiving Service, so grab a quick coffee and snack and come into 
the sanctuary for a rehearsal that won’t last over 20-30 minutes.  

INSTRUMENTALISTS 

You are invited to participate in our musical program at the Saturday, December 1 Durham 
Churches Christmas Faire, which will be from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  We need your solo(s) and your 
ensemble(s).  Choose your time, and get your name and selection on the Christmas Carols at the 
Christmas Faire flyer.  Accompaniment will be available; just provide the music if it is an unusual 
piece.  There will be participation from other churches involved in the day’s festivities. 

KWANZAA 

All young people are invited to participate in 
the KWANZAA hip-hop/rap presentation as 
part of the day’s program. Words will be 
available after services, and we’ll create the 
music and rhythm together.  KWANZAA will 
be celebrated Sunday, Dec. 23rd.  

Please see Carmen Buford-Paige about any 
of the above. 
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HEED is published by the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Durham, New Hampshire 

30 Madbury Road Road ! Durham, New Hampshire 03824 ! www.uudurham.com 

Officers: 
Bob Pavlik, President 
Malcolm Smith, Vice President 
Jim Zembruski, Treasurer 
Karen Smith, Secretary 
 
Committees:   
Program: 
Carmen Buford-Paige – Chair 
Susan Bullivant 
Betty Crepeau 
Mike Fleming 
Dottie Oliver 
Michael O’Sullivan 
Dale Rice 
Tom Schram    
Raelene Shippee-Rice 
Malcolm Smith 
Larry Vogelman 
Religious Exploration: 
Stefanie Griffin – Co-Chair 
Brad Kinsey 
Jen Pavlik– Co-Chair  
Thomas Pistole – DRE 
House and Grounds: 
Sarge Legard – Chair 
Michael O’Sullivan – Grounds 
Edna O’Sullivan – Rentals and 
Cleaning 
Rachel Legard 
    
  

Social Action: 
Dawn Meredith 
Betty Crepeau 
Socials: 
Joyce Sheffield – Co-Chair 
Deb Johnson 
Dottie Oliver 
Cindy Schram 
Dale Rice 
Raelene Shippee-Rice 
Denominational Affairs: 
Marjorie Wolfson – Chair 
Membership: 
Ken Mitchell – Chair 
Chris Rogers – Pastoral Care 
Dottie Oliver 
HEED/Webmaster: 
Brett Gibson 
Nominations: 
Jim Nute – Chair 
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