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SERVICES  

10AM SUNDAYS  

Feb 7 

Islamaphobia 

Robert Azzi  

 
Feb 14 

Our Carbon Diet 
Raelene Shippee-Rice, 

Dawn Meridith, & 
Stefanie Griffin 

 
Feb 21 

Hope, Heroes & the Blues 
TJ Wheeler  

 
Feb 28 

The New, New Colossus  
Mary Edes 

Newsletter of the Durham Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

UPCOMING DUUF EVENTS 

 The next Board meeting is scheduled for Mon-
day, February 8 at 6:30. As always, all DUUF 

members and friends are invited to attend. If 
you would like to be put on the agenda, send 

an e-mail to Marjorie Wolfson, or catch her 
after a service. 

 

 The next meeting of the DUUF Book Group will 
be on Tuesday, February 23, 7:00 pm down-

stairs at the Fellowship.  We’ll read and discuss 
the final two thirds (from p. 115 to the end) of 
Bryan Stevenson’s Just Mercy. Please join our 
lively discussion of this incredible and timely 

book. 

 

 There will be a pot-luck following the service 
on Sunday, Feb. 28th when Rev. Mary Edes will 

be our speaker. 

 

 Mark your calendars for Saturday, March 5th 
for a Circle Dinner.  Sign-ups will happen 

around mid-February during announcements. 
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DUUF children and our new solar panels, which began operation Friday, January 
8.  Congratulations to all of us for having the first solar powered house of worship 

in New Hampshire! 

New Hampshire Interfaith Climate Petition 

After DUUF Sunday services in January, the New Hampshire 
Interfaith Climate Petition was made available for people to 
sign.   The petition asks officeholders and candidates to commit to 

swift and effective action to prevent the catastrophic consequences 
of climate change. Signing the petition is a concrete way for people of 
faith to show our strong support for action, and to influence our lead-

ers to take a positive stand. If you haven't signed the petition and 
would like to have more information and/or sign, please contact Mike 

Fleming (mfzenith@gmail.com). 
 

mailto:mfzenith@gmail.com
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH GROUP 

The Spiritual Growth Group has just begun using a new resource book, Bridging the God 
Gap, by Roger Christian Shriner, a Unitarian Universalist pastor and a psychotherapist. We 
met for the first time on 14 January with three new members, one more to come next 
meeting and two taking the winter months off. We plan to meet again on 11 February 
with a snow date on 18 February from 6:30 – 8:30 PM  @ DUUF. Anyone still wishing to 
join still has time to purchase the book on Amazon, and to read the Intro and first two 
Chapters. Our next assignment, just emailed to members: 
 
Read Chapter 3, God Meets the Mind Machine, pp. 39-48. After reading the bottom para-
graph on p. 41, please make a few notes in your Journal indicating your opinion on the 
author's statement that one's beliefs are in their DNA. Following the approach in the box 
on p. 45 please follow the suggested experiment to discover your inner contradictions. 
Again, make notes in your Journal. As you read, write down any questions that you might 
want to discuss with the group, too. 
 
Continue reading Chapter 4, Disarming Conversation, pp. 49-65. In the box on p. 58, the 
author suggests role-playing a conversation around reversing your belief with another 
person reversing their belief. Would a couple of us agree to trying this to get the feel of 
how difficult it is discussing differences of belief? On page 61, the author writes, "By prac-
ticing the art of disarming conversations, we are helping to change the world from a com-
bat zone into a community of thoughtful dialogue." Be ready to share some thoughts on 
this statement. Has anyone had an experience with an interfaith marriage or significant 
other that you would be willing to share some thoughts on? 
 
Anyone with questions about the group may email me at Joycesh@msn.com.  Joyce 
Sheehan 

Thank yous 

Bob and I would like to thank everyone for  warmly welcoming Napoleon 
Lherrison as he shared some insights into the life of the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Napoleon was very touched by your graciousness both 
during and after the service. He was quite impressed with our Fellowship.  
Bob and Joyce Sheehan 

Thank you so much for the lovely flower arrangement that came today. It 
really was nice to get them after returning home last night. The flowers 
are in my bedroom and are a cheerful reminder of all the care and sup-
port that has come from the Fellowship prior to, during and after my hip 
surgery.  Can't thank you all enough.  With love,  Joyce Sheehan 

mailto:Joycesh@msn.com
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From the Durham Town Newsletter, 15 Jan 2016. “The 
Town was notified recently that Dick Dewey, a longtime 
former resident, passed away at the age of 103 on Decem-
ber 17, 2015.” 

Dick was one of the founding members of our Fellowship. 
A longtime UNH faculty member in the Sociology Depart-
ment, Dick, along with his wife Bea, was an active Fellow-
ship member when Donna and I joined in 1983. He was a 
curmudgeon but a likeable one. Facing mandatory retire-
ment, he fought long but unsuccessfully to retain his facul-
ty position. Regrettably for him, changes that removed 
such restrictions came just a few years too late. For years 
he and Bea maintained a bed-and-breakfast at their home, 
which they called Hannah House. After Bea’s passing, his 
daughter often accompanied him to our Fellowship on 
Sunday mornings. Eventually we lost track of him but later 
learned he had moved to Florida. He celebrated his 103rd 
birthday last November with family and friends in St. Pe-
tersburg, FL. Our Fellowship has come a long way since its 
founding and, against the odds, has survived and thrived 
in its original fellowship structure for over 55 years. It’s 

good to reflect on the vision and de-
termination of those folks, such as 
Dick, whose efforts led to a Unitari-
an and, after consolidation, a Unitar-
ian-Universalist presence in Durham. 
I think they would be both proud 
and amazed by what our Fellowship 
has become.             Thomas Pistole 

Photo courtesy of Dick Lord 

From the Treasurer 

DUUF’s Special Funds 

Fellowship members can find information on the DUUF’s Special Funds: Descriptions, 
Purposes, Goals and Guidelines on the MEMBERS PAGE / BUISINESS/FINANCIAL RE-
PORTS of our Web site: uudurham.com.  Ask our Webmaster, Brett Gibson, for the pass-
word. This document is part of how, together, with mission in mind, we plan and pre-
pare for the Fellowship’s future. Given it is now more than 10 years old, it warrants our 
review, renewed discussion and update. I will be recommending changes to the board in 
the coming months. I invite and welcome comments and suggestions from all members. 

Yours, 

John Macri, Treasurer 
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Patty and Steve Horlacher 

In Memory of Steve Horlacher 

~writtten by Michael and Edna O’Sullivan 

Steve Horlacher was a long-time 

member and supporter of our 

Fellowship, a Navy veteran, an 

insurance executive, an avid reader 

and historian, a husband, a father and 

just a wonderful person and friend to 

many of us. It is impossible to write 

about Steve without including his wife, 

Patty. They were married in 1958 and 

epitomized the ideal of mutual 

devotion, love and respect.   

They moved to Stratham in1996 after 

living in Simsbury, Connecticut for 34 

years.  They had been founding mem-

bers of a UU Fellowship there and were 

delighted to discover our DUUF.  They 

generously volunteered time and talent 

in myriad ways over the ensuing years. 

A fond memory of Steve and Patty hap-

pened at their modest and comfortable 

cottage at Minister’s Place in Vermont.  

Steve’s father, Amos, who was a Unita-

rian minister, formed a land coopera-

tive with an ecumenical group of minis-

ters living in the New York urban area.  

Amos eventually built the Horlacher’s 

cottage on a beautiful ridge line in 

Vermont’s Corinth Four Corners.  

Steve spent many a youthful summer 

there. It is fair to say that he and Patty 

subsequently cherished the place and 

improved it as they could. Their two 

daughters spent summers roaming the 

fields, climbing the apple trees, and wan-

dering the nearby woods. 

John Macri and Deb Johnson had bid 

high, the year of this fond memory, at 

our annual auction - for the pleasure of a 

week-end stay at the Horlacher cottage.  

John and Deb generously invited other 

members to join them.  On that delightful 

Sunday morning, our group gathered in 

the kitchen with Steve and Patty, en-

sconced before the bay window over-

looking the orchard and the smoky 

Green Mountains beyond.    

It was a normal gathering of DUUFers. 

Steve spoke about the history of the cot-

tage. Patty related stories of the many 

relatives and friends who shared their 

love of the place.  

Prodigious amounts of coffee disap-

peared, far too many eggs and sweet 

rolls were consumed, and rollicking 

laughter erupted when tender and funny 

stories were shared.  (cont. on next page) 
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Steve and Patty were radiant. They 

were just where that wanted to be -  

good food and conversation with 

good friends in a place they so 

loved.  

As belongings were gathered for a 

somewhat reticent departure, there 

was unanimous agreement about a 

memorable weekend, one that 

reflected the fundamental goodness 

of both Steve and Patty. 

Personally, Steve was a clear and very present embodiment of a man who 

seemed to engage life with a memorable and natural talent for acting with per-

sonal integrity.  His innate intelligence, tasteful wit, mindful attention to the 

quality of his own efforts and an overriding capacity for compassion toward oth-

ers will long be revered by those of us who were fortunate enough to know and 

love him. 

He was a spark of optimism for the soul and an enduring beacon of the humanly 

possible. 

Steve died in the early morning hours of Friday, January 22nd.  Carol Firby, his 

personal caregiver of the past four years, says Steve was lovingly held for the 

last days and hours of his life.  She was assisted by several of her daughters - 

and especially by her granddaughter, Kristina. 

Steve’s daughter, Sally, and her husband, Rick, were in attendance - as were 

Steve’s older brother, David, and his wife, Deb.  Steve’s and Patty’s beloved cat, 

Amos, a constant and compassionate companion for Steve, was at his side. 

 

 

 

At David Funk’s birthday celebration in 2010  

Horlachers, Pistoles, O’Sullivans, Johnson & Macri. Visit 
at Horlacher’s Vermont cabin in 2003. 



 

 

Our Mission Statement 
   

   The real test of our religion is the way we live our lives. The Durham Unitarian Universalist Fellowship affirms the 
seven principles of Unitarian Universalism: 

     We seek to be a place in which each person's unique worth and beliefs are acknowledged and respected and 
where each person's voice may be heard – a place in which each may freely explore his or her own spiritual path.  
     We join with others in reaching out to make the world more just, and commit ourselves to caring for the earth 

and all that makes up the web of life.  
     We strive to be a source of inspiration, a forum for intellectual exchange, a wellspring of comfort to those in need 

and a nurturing, supportive community for each other and our children. 
 

Durham Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
 

HEED is published by the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Durham, New Hampshire 

20 Madbury Road Road ● Durham, New Hampshire 03824 ● www.uudurham.com 

2015-2016 DUUF Officers & Committees 
 

OFFICERS 
President Marjorie Wolfson  Vice President  Joyce Sheehan 
Treasurer John Macri   Secretary Rachel Legard 

 
COMMITTEES 

Program: Susan Bullivant (Chair), Larry Vogelman, Joyce Sheehan, Betty Crepeau,  
Dorothy Oliver, Tom Schram, Carmen Buford-Paige 

Religious Exploration: Jen Pavlik (Co-Chair), Brad Kinsey (Co-Chair) 
House and Grounds: 
House: Sarge Legard 

Grounds: Nick Isaak & Eric Nordgren  
Rentals and Cleaning: Karen Smith (Rentals), Edna O’Sullivan (Cleaning)   

Social Action: Dawn Meredith (Chair), Betty Crepeau 
Socials: Cindy Schram (Chair), Deb Johnson (Co-Chair), Joyce Sheffield,  

Edna O’Sullivan, Bob Sheehan, Hilary Babon 
Denominational Affairs: Michael O’Sullivan (Chair)   

Membership: 
Membership:  Bob Pavlik (Chair)  

Caring Subcommittee: Chris Rodgers, Michael O’Sullivan, Joyce Sheehan  
   Nominations: Jim Nute (Chair), Thomas Pistole     

Music Committee: Carmen Buford-Paige (Chair), Thomas Pistole 
Green Sanctuary: Mike Fleming (Chair), Brett Gibson, Michael O’Sullivan  

    Webmaster:  Brett Gibson      


