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SERVICES
10AM SUNDAYS

PRESIDENT’S NOTE:
A reminder and two invitations for December:


DECEMBER 4
What's the difference between a Pilgrim and a
Puritan and does it matter?
Michael O'Sullivan

Please mark your calendars for two exciting
December events:


The president's Christmas Party will be held
on Sunday, December 18 following the service. We will have a break after the service
to enjoy holiday snacks and punch, after
which we will gather in the sanctuary for
the traditional Yankee swap.. Please bring a
fun snack to share and a wrapped "swap"
gift to join in the joy (and suspense) of the
swap.



Please also mark your calendars for our traditional Christmas Eve service on December
24, beginning at 7p.m. The program will include readings, hymns, musical performances by adult and youth members, and
other holiday moments to send you home
in the holiday spirit! Pease bring a finger
food to share after the service. Cider and
coffee will be provided.

DECEMBER 11
Where Are You Coming From?
Joyce Sheehan
DECEMBER 18
Why do UUs sing? A look at some songs from
our UU tradition and their role in
Sunday services
Thomas Pistole
DECEMBER 24
Christmas Eve
Marjorie Wolfson
JANUARY 1
No Service

The December board meeting is scheduled
for Monday 12/12 at 6:30 in the Fellowship
sanctuary. All members are invited to
attend.

I look forward to seeing you at any and all of
these special December DUUF events!
Thank you, Marjorie Wolfson
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Who Runs the UUA?
As many of you know, congregational polity is a cornerstone of Unitarian Universalism, meaning that most of
the decisions regarding individual congregations are made solely by their members. The official name of our
faith group is the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations. But what binds these various churches,
societies, and fellowships together under this umbrella? This column provides some insight into what happens at UUA “headquarters.”
Since consolidation of our two faiths 55 years ago, there have been inevitable changes in the specific configuration of our central leadership. What has emerged is a leaner structure and some altered roles for key figures. Here is an overview.
Some years ago the UUA began moving toward a policy governance form of leadership. Adapted from the
corporate world, policy governance invests the creation of “ends” or objectives by a governing body and the
implementation of these ends by an elected official. That official is the UUA President, who currently is Peter
Morales.
Rev. Morales is the 8th president since consolidation. To date all have been ministers and all have been men,
although women and openly gay individuals have been candidates. Our previous president, Bill Sinkford, was
our only African-American president and Peter Morales is our only Latino president to date. We will be
electing a new president in 2017 and the three announced candidates are all women, including one openly
gay individual. I will provide more information on these folks in a future column.
The Board of Trustees is comprised of 14 individuals, including the President, who has no vote. Historically
trustees were elected by and represented districts within the UUA. Now most are elected at-large. The
Board, acting on behalf of the over 1000 individual UUA congregations, has major responsibility for setting
the goals for the Association, as noted above. The Moderator, currently Jim Key, serves as the chief governance officer and presides meetings of the Board He also moderates the business meetings at General Assembly.
The President is often seen as the “face” of our Association. A significant portion of his time is involved with
activities beyond the UUA community. Day-to-day activities management of the Association is the responsibility of our Chief Operating Officer, Harlan Limpert. It is interesting to note that before being called to the
ministry, both Peter Morales and Harlan Limpert had extensive experience in the corporate world.
Although this all may seem somewhat removed from your experiences in our Fellowship, it is important to
note that through the efforts of those largely elected officials, we now have an extensive set our resources
and curricula for religious education programs, including adults, available to us without cost; we have a variety of resources and associated professional staff members available through our regional office; and we have
a presence in the broader community that no one congregation could provide. We as a congregation within
the Association have the opportunity to vote for individuals running for these various positions as well as for
items that will be included on the agenda of these General Assembly business meetings. Our fifth UU Principle states: “The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in
society at large.” Rev. Barbara Wells ten Hove has written: “The Principles are not dogma or doctrine, but
rather a guide for those of us who choose to join and participate in Unitarian Universalist religious communities.” As with most things in our faith tradition, we have a choice. What will you choose to do?

In faith,
Thomas
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UPCOMING DUUF EVENTS
December 3, Saturday!
Holiday Folk Concert featuring David
Surette and Susie Burke with Kent Allyn
7:00—starting time
Doors open at 6:30
Ticket prices are $15 for adults; $8 for
students

We are giving the Solstice a gentle
push this year; on December
18th, we will celebrate its anticipated arrival. Starting at 6 pm, let’s
gather at 22 Cedar Point Road in
Durham to urge the sun to expand
its stay on earth. Larry and I are
looking forward to celebrate the
coming Solstice with everyone. As is
the custom, please bring food and, if
you wish, some reading or song to
share.
Dottie Oliver and Larry Vogelman
There will be a pot-luck on January 8th, following that Sunday’s
service when Rev. Mary Edes
will be our speaker.
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2016-2017 DUUF Officers & Committees
Officers:
President

Marjorie Wolfson

Vice President Joyce Sheehan

Treasurer

John Macri

Secretary

Rachel Legard

Committee Chairs:
Program: Susan Bullivant (Chair)
Religious Education: Brad Kinsey (Co-Chair) and Jen Pavlik (Co-Chair)
House and Grounds: House: Sarge Legard

Grounds: Eric Nordgren

Rentals and Cleaning: Karen Smith (Rentals)

Edna O’Sullivan (Cleaning)

Social Action: Dawn Meredith (Chair)
Socials: Cindy Schram (Chair), Deb Johnson (Co-Chair)
Denominational Affairs: Joyce Sheehan (Chair)
Membership: Membership:
Nominations:

Bob Pavlik (Chair) Caring Subcommittee: Ann Windsor (Chair)

Bob Sheehan (Chair)

Music Committee: Carmen Buford-Paige (Chair) Green Sanctuary: Mike Fleming (Chair)
Webmaster:

Brett Gibson

HEED Editor: Stefanie Griffin

Our Mission Statement
The real test of our religion is the way we live our lives. The Durham Unitarian Universalist Fellowship affirms the
seven principles of Unitarian Universalism:
We seek to be a place in which each person's unique worth and beliefs are acknowledged and respected and
where each person's voice may be heard – a place in which each may freely explore his or her own spiritual path.
We join with others in reaching out to make the world more just, and commit ourselves to caring for the earth
and all that makes up the web of life.
We strive to be a source of inspiration, a forum for intellectual exchange, a wellspring of comfort to those in need
and a nurturing, supportive community for each other and our children.
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